[QTc interval in newborns with gastroesophageal reflux treated with cisapride and ranitidine].
Gastroesophageal reflux (GER) is very common in infants, especially in prematures and may be cause of gastrointestinal and cardiorespiratory symptoms. Cisapride, a prokinetic agent, is used in order to avoid the transient esophageal sphincter relaxation, but it is sometimes associated to transient prolongation of QT interval on EKG, especially with high dosage. The authors report the effects of cisapride therapy (0.8 mg/Kg/day) on QTc interval (QTc = QT interval corrected on heart frequency) in a pediatric population (50 infants) with GER. Results demonstrate the relatively safety of cisapride therapy at low dose also in the pediatric period.